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Although the famine fund has, for the reasons just
stated, been wisely relinquished, yet it cannot be too
carefully borne in mind that the obligation to make
provision for the relief of famine, in those years when
there are no famines, remains precisely the same as
it was before.    As the Government have arrived at
the conclusion that the amount which ought to he
thus appropriated is about 1,500,OOOZ. a year, it is
manifest that in years when there are no famines
a surplus of at least this amount ought to be regularly
secured.     There now  seems to be  every reason to
hope that the present financial year, which ends on
the 31st of March next, will in many respects afford
a gratifying contrast  to those which have immedi-
ately preceded it.    The seasons have been favourable,
and the harvests have been good ;  arrears  of land
revenue, which the people had before been too poor
to pay, are now beginning to come in ;   and  it is
expected  that  the  land  revenue   will   yield  about
350,00OZ. more than was estimated.    During the time
that large districts of India were afflicted with famine
the people were obliged- to lessen their consumption
even of an article so necessary to life as salt.    With
the return of better times the consumption of salt
is increasing, and tl^.salt revenue is likely to yield
200,000?. more than was estimated.    Although little
more   than   eight   months   have  elapsed  since   the